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Research is a key component 
of an academic discipline. Publishing 
research in peer-reviewed journals 
continues to be a common requirement 
for academics pursuing tenure and pro-
motion. Occasionally, researchers have 
endeavored to analyze the landscape of 
published research within a particular 
discipline or sub-discipline. This type 
of analysis can be useful in identifying 
top educational programs and prolific 
researchers (see Baltagi 2007; Danielson 
and Heck 2014; Geistfeld and Key 
1986; Neary, Mirrlees, and Tirole 2003; 
Phillips, Choi, and Schochet 1988; Scott 
and Mitias 1996).
	 As a relatively new profession, and 
an even younger academic discipline, 
little is known about the comprehensive 
landscape of financial planning research 
and its key players. This paper seeks to 
provide such insight, particularly regard-
ing the most prolific authors in financial 

planning over the last three decades.
	 Grable (2006) provided a thorough 
review of publication rankings com-
monly used in academic financial 
planning programs. Of these rankings, 
Grable noted: “While other publications 
certainly publish papers that cover these 
topic areas, only Financial Counseling and 
Planning (now known as the Journal of 
Financial Counseling and Planning), Finan-
cial Services Review, Journal of Personal 
Finance, Journal of Financial Planning, and 
Journal of Financial Service Professionals 
publish papers that have a predominant 
relevance to the financial planning and 
counseling community” (p. 75). Beach 
and Kaushik (2012) also identified these 
five journals as “a platform to researchers 
for their research in financial planning” 
(p. 324). Grable and Archuleta (2009) 
reiterated the value of these five journals 

in evaluating financial planning faculty 
for tenure and promotion decisions. As 
such, this analysis focused on authorship 
of the articles that have been published 
in these five financial planning-focused 
journals.

Analyses of Financial Planning Research
Israelsen (1990) provided one of the 
earliest examples of an analysis of 
financial planning research by focus-
ing on family resource management 
research from 1930 to 1990. Others 
have analyzed a single journal that 
publishes financial planning research. 
For example, Kasper and Grable (2005) 
provided a summary of citations found 
in the first three volumes of the Journal 
of Personal Finance (JPF). Although such 
analyses are helpful, the limited history 
of the journal at that time merits an 
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•	 Five journals that have a particular 
focus on financial planning were 
analyzed: Journal of Financial 
Counseling and Planning, Financial 
Services Review, Journal of Per-
sonal Finance, Journal of Financial 
Planning, and Journal of Financial 
Service Professionals.

•	 The most prolific authors in these 
core financial planning journals 
over the last 30 years were 
identified. A separate analysis 
identified the most prolific 

authors of the last 10 years.
•	 Over the last decade, financial 

planning practitioners continued 
to make significant contributions 
to the core financial planning 
journals.

•	 Of the authors with primarily 
academic affiliations, Texas Tech 
University, University of Georgia, 
Kansas State University, and 
The American College were the 
institutions with the most prolific 
financial planning authors.
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updated and more thorough analysis of 
the articles published in JPF.
	 Hanna, Ji, Lee, et al. (2011) reviewed 
the 329 articles published in the first 
18 volumes of Financial Services Review 
(FSR). In addition to highlighting the 
14 most frequently published authors 
in FSR from 1991 to 2009, as well as 
a ranking of the most cited authors of 
articles in FSR, Hanna and his associates 
identified the most common keywords 
and Journal of Economic Literature codes, 
as well as their own topical categoriza-
tions. They further analyzed the articles 
according to the research approach, 
statistical methods, and survey datasets 
that were used. Beach and Kaushik 
(2012) also analyzed FSR contributors 
in light of a broader publication record 
in other financial planning and finance 
journals. They commented that FSR is 
“a prime outlet” for financial planning 
research (p. 323). They also suggested 
that FSR serves as an “important 
outlet” to both finance faculty as well as 
financial planning faculty (p. 332).
	 Ji, Hanna, Lawrence, and Miller 
(2010) analyzed the content of the arti-
cles published in the first two decades 
of the Journal of Financial Counseling 
and Planning (JFCP). Ji et al. focused on 
the content of the 141 journal articles 
published during the second decade 
of the journal’s existence (2000 to 
2009), following the model used by 
Hanna (1999), which analyzed the 130 

journal articles published during the 
first decade of JFCP. Ji et al. looked at 
several aspects of the articles, includ-
ing the frequency of solo authorship 
and co-authorship, author-supplied 
key words, qualitative and quantitative 
research methods, national datasets, 
and an analysis of citations used within 
these articles. Ji et al. also published 
the 22 most prolific authors of the 141 
journal articles in the second decade 
of JFCP, all of whom published at least 
three articles in the journal from 2000 
to 2009.
	 No analysis could be identified 
regarding the authorship or content of 
the Journal of Financial Planning (JFP) or 
the Journal of Financial Service Profes-
sionals (JFSP). However, Most (2009) 
provided a reflective article on the 30 
years of JFP. He highlighted some of the 
major contributions that were published 
in the preceding three decades.
	 No comprehensive analysis of financial 
planning research has been completed 
since Israelsen (1990), and arguably 
his analysis focused on what is now 
only part of what would be considered 
personal finance or financial planning 
research. Not surprisingly, research in 
financial planning and personal finance 
has developed considerably over the last 
few decades, especially since many of the 
publications that now focus on financial 
planning research were in their infancy, 
if even in existence, in 1990.

Core Financial Planning Journals
This analysis focused on the authorship 
of articles that appear in the collection 
of the five financial planning-focused 
journals, identified in Grable (2006) 
and Beach and Kaushik (2012): 
Financial Services Review (FSR), Journal 
of Financial Counseling and Planning 
(JFCP), Journal of Financial Service 
Professionals (JFSP), Journal of Financial 
Planning (JFP), and Journal of Personal 
Finance (JPF).
	 Although definitions of what con-
stitutes financial planning may differ, 
these journals are identified as the core 
financial planning journals. A brief 
description of each of these journals 
follows, discussed in alphabetical order 
by the name of the journal. Evidence 
of their respective emphases on core 
financial planning-related topics is also 
highlighted, as indicated by language 
available on the websites of the journals 
or their publishing organizations.
	 Table 1 summarizes the publica-
tion information about each of these 
journals, including the current name 
of each journal, the current publishing 
organization(s), the year in which it 
was first published, the year in which 
it began using its current name, and its 
current publication frequency.

Financial Services Review
Historically, FSR was published by the 
Academy of Financial Services (AFS). 

Table 1:

Journal
Current Publishing

Organization
Year

Established

Year Began 
using Current 

Name

Historical Information about the Core Financial Planning Journals    

Current
Publication
Frequency
(per year)

Financial Services Review

Journal of Financial Counseling 
and Planning
Journal of Financial Planning
Journal of Financial Service 
Professionals
Journal of Personal Finance

Academy of Financial Services (AFS) and Financial 
Planning Association (FPA)
Association for Financial Counseling and Planning 
Education (AFCPE)
Financial Planning Association (FPA)
Society of Financial Service Professionals (FSP)

International Association of Registered Financial 
Consultants (IARFC)

1992

1990

1979
1946

2002

1992

2009

1988
1998

2002

4

2

12
6

2
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Beginning in 2014, the Financial 
Planning Association (FPA) entered a 
partnership with AFS to begin co-pub-
lishing FSR1. AFS began publishing FSR 
in 1992. Originally FSR was published 
twice annually. In 1997, with Volume 
6, FSR began publishing quarterly; 
however, Volume 10 published all four 
issues as a single volume2. The purpose 
of FSR, as stated in its editorial review 
policy3, highlights its emphasis on 
financial planning-related research:
	 “The purpose of [FSR] is to encour-
age research that examines the impact 
of financial issues on individuals. In 
contrast to the many corporate or 
institutional journals that are available 
in finance, the focus of this journal is 
on individual financial management. 
[FSR] provides a forum for those who 
are interested in the individual perspec-
tive on issues in the areas of banking/
banking services, education in financial 
services, employee benefits, estate and 
tax planning, financial counseling, 
financial planning, insurance, invest-
ments, mutual funds, non-bank financial 
institutions, pension and retirement, 
planning, and real estate.”

Journal of Financial Counseling and 
Planning
JFCP is published by the Association 
for Financial Counseling and Planning 
Education (AFCPE). JFCP is currently 
published twice annually4. The journal 
has been published since 1990. The 
journal was originally published only 
once per year. Volume 8, published in 
1997, was the first volume to include two 
issues. Until 2009, JFCP was originally 
called Financial Counseling and Planning. 
At that time, the editorial board voted 
to change the name by adding, “Journal 
of,” to the beginning of the title, which 
resulted in the name, “Journal of Financial 
Counseling and Planning” (Ji et al. 2010). 
The purpose of JFCP, as stated in its 
editorial policy5, highlights its emphasis 
on financial planning-related research:

	 “The purpose of the Journal of 
Financial Counseling and Planning is to 
disseminate scholarly research related 
to: the financial decision making of 
individuals and families; financial 
education and financial counseling 
techniques; and the education of profes-
sional financial educators, counselors, 
and planners.”

Journal of Financial Service Professionals
JFSP is published by the Society of 
Financial Service Professionals (FSP). 
JFSP was first published in 1946. Until 
1966, JFSP was called, The Journal of 
the American Society of Chartered Life 
Underwriters, which was a publication 
of the American Society of Chartered 
Life Underwriters (ASCLU). In 1966, 
its name was changed to CLU Journal, 
until 1983, when its name was changed 
again to Journal of the American Society of 
CLU6. In 1986, the name was extended 
slightly to Journal of the American Society 
of CLU and ChFC. In 1988 the name was 
changed to its current form, Journal of 
Financial Service Professionals. Since 1984, 
the JFSP has been published six times per 
year. The purpose of JFSP, as stated on 
its website7, highlights its emphasis on 
financial planning-related research:
	 “The Journal of Financial Service 
Professionals publishes insightful peer-
reviewed articles and regular columns 
by industry experts in all areas of 
financial planning, including retirement 
planning, estate planning, insurance, 
investments, tax, health care, ethics, and 
technology.”

Journal of Financial Planning
JFP was first published in 1979, under 
the name, Journal of the Institute of Certi-
fied Financial Planners, as a publication 
of the Institute of Certified Financial 
Planners (ICFP). In 1988, the name of 
the journal changed to its current title, 
Journal of Financial Planning, and began 
its current volume numbering with the 
Summer 1988 issue. JFP was published 

quarterly until 1996 (Volume 9), when 
publication increased to six issues per 
year. In 2000, the ICFP merged with the 
International Association for Financial 
Planning (IAFP) into what is now the 
Financial Planning Association (FPA). 
FPA is the current publisher of JFP. Also, 
in 2000 (Volume 13), JFP increased 
to its current publication schedule of 
monthly issues (Tuttle 2000). In 2011, 
JFP began awarding the Montgomery-
Warschauer Award “to honor the paper 
that provided the most outstanding 
contribution to the betterment of the 
profession in the preceding year.”8 The 
purpose of JFP, as stated on its editorial 
advisory board webpage9, highlights its 
emphasis on financial planning-related 
research:
	 “The Journal of Financial Planning aims 
to publish cutting-edge research and 
perspectives that inform, benefit, and 
inspire the financial planning community.”

Journal of Personal Finance
JPF is published by the International 
Association of Registered Financial Con-
sultants (IARFC). JPF was first published 
in 2002 and currently has 13 volumes. 
Historically, JPF has published anywhere 
from one to four issues per year10. More 
recently, only one or two issues have 
been published per year, and its current 
editorial policy is to publish twice per 
year11. The purpose of JPF, as stated on its 
homepage12, highlights its emphasis on 
financial planning-related research:
	 “… [JPF] promotes research to 
examine the impact of financial issues 
on households as well as research on 
the practice and profession of financial 
planning … [JPF welcomes articles] 
about financial products and services, 
client relationships, retirement plan-
ning, long-term care, practice manage-
ment, or firm operation or efficiencies.”

Data and Methods
This analysis focused on peer-reviewed 
research articles appearing in these 



 December 2015  |  Journal of Financial Planning    53FPAJournal.org

CONTRIBUTIONSCummings | Heck

five financial planning journals over 
the period 1985 to 2014. As Beach and 
Kaushik (2012) noted, some of these 
journals included articles and other 
contributions (for example, notes, 
book reviews, comments, etc.) that are 
not peer-reviewed. These types of non-
peer-reviewed articles were excluded 
from this analysis. For journals with 
a publication history shorter than 30 
years, the entire publication history of 
the journal was used. With this meth-
odological framework, this analysis 
addressed the following questions:

•	 Who are the most prolific authors 
in the core financial planning 
journals over the last 30 years?

•	 Who are the most prolific authors 
in the last 10 years?

•	 Regarding the most prolific 
authors over the last 10 years:

»» At what universities are the 
authors currently employed?

»» Where did the authors receive 
their Ph.D. (if applicable)?

	 For the purposes of this analysis, the 
most prolific authors are defined as 
those who had the greatest number of 
appearances as an author in one of the 
core financial planning journals over 
a 30-year or 10-year period. Authors 
were identified as having appeared as 
an author regardless of co-authorship. 
In other words, authors generated an 
appearance whether they published an 

article as a solo author or as a co-author.
	 An adjusted measure of appear-
ances is also reported. This statistic 
accounts for the number of co-authors 
in any given paper. With this adjusted 
measure, if an article had a single 
author, that solo author received 
the full, unadjusted weight for the 
article. If an article had two authors, 
each author received one-half the 
weight (50 percent) for the article. 
If an article had three authors, each 
author received one-third the weight 
(33 percent) for the article, and so on. 
For example, an author with one solo 
authored paper and two co-authored 
papers, each with two co-authors, 
would have an appearance of 3.0, and 
an adjusted appearance of 2.0 (1.0 + 
0.5 + 0.5 = 2.0).
	 In order to account for authors who 
had published over a considerable 
duration of time, the first analysis 
focused on a 30-year history. How-
ever, only two of the core financial 
planning journals were in existence 
three decades ago. As such, a more 
in-depth analysis was performed by 
focusing on the most prolific authors 
over the last decade starting in 2005 
and ending in 2014.

Results
Table 2 provides a summary of the 
number of unique authors, articles, and 

appearances of those authors within 
each of the five core financial planning 
journals. Table 2 also includes summary 
statistics, including the mean and 
median number of authors, articles, and 
appearances, as well as the totals among 
all five journals. The mean (median) 
number of authors per journal was 650 
(627); the mean (median) number of 
articles per journal was 567 (428); and 
the mean (median) number of appear-
ances per journal was 971 (897).
	 Collectively, 2,827 unique authors 
appeared in these five journals within 
the last three decades, authoring a 
combined 2,833 articles. These 2,827 
authors appeared 4,856 times as either 
a solo author or as a co-author. Across 
all five financial planning journals, the 
ratio of articles to authors was slightly 
more than 1.00. It is important to note 
that this ratio does not imply that the 
average author had written a solo paper; 
instead, this ratio suggests that the com-
bined number of articles written was 
roughly equivalent to the total number 
of unique authors. The combined ratio 
of appearances to authors was 1.72, sug-
gesting that the average author appeared 
as an author or co-author on slightly less 
than two articles. The combined ratio of 
appearances per article was 1.71, which 
suggests that the average article across 
the core financial planning journals had 
slightly less than two authors.

Table 2:

Journal Authors Articles Appearances

Descriptive Statistics on Authors and Appearances for the Core Financial Planning Journals
from 1985–2014      

Articles per
Author

Appearances
per Author

Appearances
per Article

Financial Services Review
Journal of Financial Counseling 
and Planning
Journal of Financial Service 
Professionals
Journal of Financial Planning
Journal of Personal Finance

Mean
Median

Total 
Note: the authors column does not sum to the total, because some authors appear in multiple journals.     

627
416

1,013

972
224
650
627

2,827

428
318

1,043

885
160
567
428

2,833

897
739

1,537

1,388
296
971
897

4,856

0.683
0.764

1.030

0.910
0.714
0.820
0.764
1.002

1.431
1.776

1.517

1.428
1.321
1.495
1.431
1.718

2.096
2.324

1.474

1.568
1.850
1.862
1.850
1.714
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	 In comparing the core financial 
planning journals, JFSP and JFP had the 
highest and the second highest number 
of authors, articles, and appearances, 
respectively. These results were not sur-
prising, given that these are the only two 
of the core financial planning journals 
with a history longer than 30 years. These 
journals also have the highest current 

publication frequency. Conversely, 
JPF had the lowest number of authors, 
articles, and appearances, which was also 
not surprising, given that it is the newest 
of the core financial planning journals.
	 Regarding the ratios of authors, 
articles, and appearances, FSR had 
the lowest ratio of articles per author 
at 0.68, whereas JFSP had the highest 

ratio at 1.03. JPF had the lowest ratio of 
appearances per author at 1.32, whereas 
JFCP had the highest ratio at 1.78. JFSP 
had the lowest ratio of appearances per 
article at 1.47, whereas JFCP had the 
highest ratio at 2.32. A ratio of appear-
ances per article of 2.32 suggests that 
the average article was co-authored by 
two to three authors.
	 The names of the most prolific 
authors in the core financial planning 
journals are reported in Appendix 1 
(see page 58). Sherman Hanna was the 
most prolific author in the core financial 
planning journals with a total of 39 
appearances in the last 30 years. John 
Grable was the second most prolific 
author, with 37 appearances over the 
same time frame. Using the adjusted 
appearances reported in parentheses 
in Appendix 1, which adjusts for the 
number of co-authors, Barbara O’Neill 
was the most prolific author in the core 
financial planning journals. Using the 
adjusted appearances measure, John 
Grable and Sherman Hanna were the 

Table 3:

NumberGender Percent

Gender of the Most Prolific Authors from 2005–2014  

Female
Male
Total

20
58
78

26%
74%

100%

Table 4:

Number of AuthorsEmployer
Gender

Universities with the Largest Number of Prolific Authors 
from 2005–2014  

No University/Practitioners
Texas Tech University
Kansas State University
University of Georgia
The American College

8 universities with 2 authors
35 universities with 1 author

9
8
4
4
3
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second and third most prolific authors, 
respectively.
	 The most prolific authors within each 
of the core financial planning journals 
over the last 30 years are reported in 
Appendix 2 (see page 60). William 
Reichenstein was the most prolific 
author in FSR with 12 appearances (as 
either a solo or co-author). An additional 
21 authors had at least four appearances 
in FSR. Sherman Hanna was the most 
prolific author in JFCP with 26 appear-
ances. An additional 26 authors had at 
least five appearances in JFCP, and an 
additional 10 authors had four appear-
ances. Stephan Leimberg was the most 
prolific author in JFSP with 19 appear-
ances, leading 25 other authors who had 
at least six appearances and an additional 
35 authors with four or five appearances. 
David Blanchett led the authorship for 
JFP with 19 appearances. An additional 
37 authors had at least four appearances. 
Barbara O’Neill was the most prolific 
author in JPF with nine appearances, 
leading 14 other authors who had at least 
three appearances in JPF.
	 The prolific authors over the last 
decade, from 2005 to 2014, are reported 
in Appendix 3 (see page 62). Authors 
are ranked according to the number of 
appearances, regardless of the number 
of co-authors. Weighted appearances are 
reported in parentheses. This statistic 
accounts for co-authorship, as described 
previously. Over the last decade, John 
Grable was the most prolific author, with 
27 appearances (12.42 weighted appear-
ances). David Blanchett and Michael 
Finke tied as the second and third most 
prolific authors with 21 appearances 
each, although David Blanchett had a 
higher number of weighted appearances, 
after accounting for co-authorship (16.0 
as compared to 8.75).
	 Further analyses were performed on 
the most prolific authors over the last 
decade regarding gender, academic affili-
ation, and Ph.D. alumni institution. The 
most recently available and publically vis-

ible academic affiliations are reported in 
this analysis. Table 3 reports the gender 
breakdown of the 78 authors highlighted 
in Appendix 3. Approximately 26 percent 
of the authors were female.
	 Table 4 summarizes the universities 
with the largest number of prolific 
authors as full-time faculty members. 
Texas Tech University had the largest 
number of prolific authors, which is 
not surprising, given the size of its 
full-time financial planning faculty. The 
University of Georgia and Kansas State 
University tied for second, with four 
full-time faculty members at each insti-
tution who were prolific authors. At 
the time of the analysis, The American 
College of Financial Services employed 
three of the most prolific authors over 
the last decade. Additionally, nine of 
the most prolific authors worked in the 
financial planning profession, although 
some of these professionals may also 
have had adjunct professor positions at 
a college or university. These individu-
als tended to be practitioners, many of 
whom were affiliated with registered 
investment adviser firms. 
	 Table 5 summarizes the universities 
with the largest number of prolific 
authors who graduated from a financial 
planning (or similar) Ph.D. program. 
Texas Tech University was the leading 
producer of prolific financial plan-
ning authors; 12 of the most prolific 
authors over the last decade received 

their doctoral degree from Texas 
Tech’s financial planning program (an 
additional prolific author received 
a Ph.D. in finance from Texas Tech 
University.) Seven of the most prolific 
authors received their Ph.D. from 
Virginia Tech, and five received their 
Ph.D. from the University of Mis-
souri–Columbia’s financial planning 
program (an additional author received 
a Ph.D. in finance from the University 
of Missouri–Columbia.) Other institu-
tions with at least three prolific authors 
include the University of Texas at 
Austin, The Ohio State University, and 
Florida State University.
	 A number of prolific financial 
planning authors did not have a doctoral 
degree. A master’s degree was the high-
est degree of nine of the most prolific 
authors. Four of the prolific authors 
had a juris doctorate (J.D.), as well as an 
LL.M. One author possessed a master’s 
degree, as well as a J.D. and an LL.M. An 
additional author (not reported) has a 
J.D. and no LL.M. Many of the master’s 
degrees were masters of business 
administration (MBAs), and many were 
a master of science in financial services 
(MSFS). Some of the other advanced 
degrees were in closely related fields, 
such as taxation.

Conclusion
This article has attempted to summarize 
the most frequently appearing authors in 

Table 5:

Number of Ph.D. AlumniUniversity
Gender

Universities with the Largest Number of Ph.D. Alumni 
Who Were Prolific Authors from 2005–2014 

Texas Tech University
None/Masters
Virginia Tech
University of Missouri–Columbia
University of Texas at Austin
The Ohio State University
None/J.D./LL.M.
Florida State University

2 universities with 2 authors
27 universities with 1 author

12
9
7
5
4
4
4
3
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the core financial planning journals over 
the last three decades, with an emphasis 
on authorship over the most recent 
decade, from 2005 to 2014. Although 
financial planning researchers publish 
work in other journals and outlets, those 
who publish frequently in the core finan-
cial planning journals included in this 
analysis are likely to be leading research 
in the financial planning profession. 
Alternatively, some of the authors in the 
core financial planning journals may have 
a predominant research focus other than 
financial planning. The objective of this 
analysis was not to provide a comprehen-
sive review of all publications of financial 
planning researchers. Rather, this analysis 
sought to highlight the authors who 
provide considerable contributions to the 
financial planning field, and by so doing, 
appear to be dedicated to research within 
financial planning related topics.
	 This analysis focused on appearances 
rather than weighted appearances, 
which may bias the rankings in favor of 
authors who seek to co-author articles 
rather than to write individually. Further, 
many individuals may naturally seek 
co-authors within their own department, 
or with whom they attended graduate 
school, which also may bias the university 
rankings. Despite these limitations, 
this analysis provides the reader with a 
thorough analysis of the most prolific 
authors in the core financial planning 
journals. As such, readers may be inclined 
to learn more about the research these 
authors have performed.
	 Grable and Archuleta (2009) observed 
that the core financial planning journals 
described here are often a primary outlet 
for financial planning faculty, even though 
none of the journals are included in the 
Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) or 
Web of Science13.
	 Financial planning, by its nature, is 
quite interdisciplinary, and some authors 
may decide to target publishing in indexed 
journals of related disciplines. Financial 
planning continues to expand, both as a 

profession and as an academic discipline. 
As more institutions adopt financial plan-
ning programs, more financial planning 
faculty ought to be producing research 
beneficial for the financial planning 
profession, and they will often target these 
core financial planning journals for publi-
cation. To raise the profile of the financial 
planning profession, editorial boards of 
these core financial planning journals 
ought to seek opportunities to raise the 
profiles of these journals—and those who 
publish in the journals—so that they can 
continue to attract quality research.

	 Because financial planning is rather 
interdisciplinary, further analyses on 
financial planning publications could 
include more journals, with a broader 
scope that incorporates financial planning 
as a potential area of interest. Another 
potential area of interest involves 
identifying other journals where these 
prolific authors have published, and how 
often they have published in each journal. 
Gaining a better understanding of the pub-
lishing efforts of the prolific financial plan-
ning authors can also help younger faculty 
know where they might consider targeting 
their submissions. Lastly, constructing an 
impact factor relevant to these and other 
financial planning-related journals may be 
helpful in enhancing the profile of these 
publications.

	 Financial planners are encouraged 
to seek out opportunities to read the 
research of some or all of the prolific 
authors highlighted in this analysis. Some 
journals, including  JFP, allow current FPA 
members access to online archives of past 
issues. More recent issues of FSR are also 
available online to FPA members. Archives 
of the JPF and JFCP are available online, 
accessible by the public through their 
respective journal websites. More recent 
issues of the JFSP are available online 
to members of the Society of Financial 
Service Professionals. Many of these issues 
may also be accessible to practitioners by 
visiting a local college or university library 
and inquiring about their access.  

Endnotes
1. 	See the 2014 FPA press release “FPA and AFS 

Enter Agreement to Co-Publish and Increase 

Availability of Financial Services Review,” www.

OneFPA.org/about/Press-Room/Pages/FPAandAFS 

EnterAgreementtoCo-PublishandIncrease 

AvailabilityofFinancialServicesReview.aspx.

2. 	See Financial Services Review, Volume 10, Num-

bers 1–4, 66.147.244.54/~acadenf9/wp-content/

uploads/2013/08/V10.pdf.

3. 	See www.AcademyFinancial.org/editorial-process.

4. 	See www.afcpe.org/publications.

5. 	See www.afcpe.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/

JFCP-flyer1409.pdf.

6. 	According to 2015 ProQuest publication and 

title history search for Journal of Financial Service 

Professionals.

7. 	 See www.FinancialPro.org/pubs/journal_index.

cfm.

8. 	See www.OneFPA.org/Journal/Pages/ 

Montgomery-Warschauer%20Award.aspx.

9. 	See www.OneFPA.org/Journal/Pages/Advisory-

Board.aspx.

10.	See www.iarfc.org/Journal.asp.

11.	See www.JournalofPersonalFinance.com/

editorial-board-1.html.

12.	See www.JournalofPersonalFinance.com/home.

html.

13.	See the 2015 Thomson Reuters’ Intellectual 

Property and Science: Social Sciences Citation 

Index at www.ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/

cgi-bin/jrnlst/jloptions.cgi?PC=SS.

“Those who publish 
frequently in the core 
financial planning 
journals included in this 
analysis are likely to 
be leading research in 
the financial planning 
profession. ”
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Appendix 1: Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 1985–2014Appendix 1:

Rank

Financial Services Review, Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning, Journal of Financial Planning, Journal of Financial Service Professionals,
 and Journal of Personal Finance      

Author Appearances* Rank

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 1985–2014      

Author Appearances*

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Hanna, Sherman D.
Grable, John E.
Devaney, Sharon A.
O'Neill, Barbara M.
Reichenstein, William
Finke, Michael S.
Blanchett, David M.
Leimberg, Stephan R.
Xiao, Jing Jian
Pfau, Wade D.
Tacchino, Kenn Beam
Lown, Jean M.
Chatterjee, Swarn
Cooper, Robert W.
Montalto, Catherine P.
Rose, Clarence C.
Evensky, Harold R.
Cordell, David M.
Hira, Tahira K.
Spitzer, John J.
Huston, Sandra J.
Garman, E. Thomas
Langdon, Thomas P.
James, Russell N., III
Hulse, David S.

39 (16.39)
37 (17.25)
30 (15.14)
23 (17.51)
22 (16.00)

22 (9.25)
21 (16.00)
21 (10.75)

20 (9.76)
15 (11.50)
15 (10.83)
15 (7.061)

15 (5.36)
14 (7.66)
14 (5.75)
13 (9.33)
13 (7.11)
13 (6.00)
13 (5.00)
12 (7.83)
12 (4.75)
12 (4.40)
12 (4.03)
11 (8.16)
11 (7.00)

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Salter, John R.
Horan, Stephen M.
Adney, John T.
Bajtelsmit, Vickie L.
Singh, Sandeep
Lahey, Karen Eilers
Harden, J. William
Kim, Jinhee
Britt, Sonya L.
Kurlowicz, Ted
Milevsky, Moshe Arye
Carson, James M.
Joo, So-Hyun
Sharpe, Deanna L.
Michelson, Stuart
McLeod, Robert W.
Hampton, Vickie L.
Dubil, Robert
Woerheide, Walt
Beutler, Ivan F.
Chang, Yu-Chun Regina
Ciccotello, Conrad S.
Frank, Garry L.
Lyons, Angela C.
Fan, Jessie X.

11 (3.86)
10 (7.33)
10 (4.33)
10 (4.33)
10 (4.83)
10 (4.08)
10 (4.00)
10 (3.23)
10 (3.14)
9 (5.16)
9 (4.50)
9 (4.16)
9 (3.95)
9 (3.89)
9 (3.66)
9 (3.50)
9 (2.40)
8 (8.00)
8 (6.00)
8 (4.50)
8 (3.83)
8 (3.83)
8 (3.66)
8 (3.66)
8 (3.16)

* Number in parenthesis is appearances adjusted for number of co-authors in each article. For an article with two authors, each author receives 0.5 appearances, 
for an article with three authors, each author receives 0.33 appearances, etc.      

Appendix 1:

Rank Author Appearances* Rank

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 1985–2014 (continued)      

Author Appearances*

51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

Durband, Dorothy Bagwell
Moyse, John S.
Myers, Robert J.
Christensen, Burke A.
Jurinski, James John
Kitces, Michael E.
Skipper, Harold D., Jr.
Anderson, Kenneth E.
Hogarth, Jeanne M.
Loibl, Cäzilia
Robb, Cli� A.
Gutter, Michael S.
Bacon, Peter W.
Danes, Sharon M.
Lee, Jinkook
Zivney, Terry L.
Anthony, Murray S.
Perdue, Grady
Yuh, Yoonkyung
Lawrence, Frances C.
Palmer, Lance
Goetz, Joseph W.
Brenner, George D.
Cutler, Neal E.
Pye, Gordon B.

8 (3.11)
7 (7.00)
7 (7.00)
7 (6.50)
7 (5.50)
7 (5.33)
7 (5.16)
7 (4.00)
7 (4.00)
7 (3.58)
7 (3.50)
7 (3.33)
7 (3.25)
7 (3.16)
7 (3.16)
7 (3.16)
7 (3.00)
7 (3.00)
7 (2.66)
7 (2.58)
7 (2.53)
7 (2.45)
6 (6.00)
6 (6.00)
6 (6.00)

76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

Schott, Francis H.
Hatcher, Charles B.
Hopewell, H. Lynn
Nanigian, David
Tucker, Michael J.
Israelsen, Craig L.
Littell, David A.
McFadden, John J.
Brooks, Robert
Trainor, William J., Jr.
Buxton, Dickson C.
Anthes, William L.
Murphy, Daniel P.
Goldstein, Michael G.
Mitchell, John B.
McCormack, Joseph P.
Domian, Dale L.
Everett, Michael D.
Forster, Mark D.
Lindamood, Suzanne
Fox, Jonathan J.
Yao, Rui
Van Auken, Howard E.
Biggart, Timothy B.
Harness, Nathaniel J.

6 (6.00)
6 (5.50)
6 (5.50)
6 (5.00)
6 (5.00)
6 (4.50)
6 (4.50)
6 (4.50)
6 (3.83)
6 (3.83)
6 (3.75)
6 (3.50)
6 (3.50)
6 (3.16)
6 (3.00)
6 (2.83)
6 (2.66)
6 (2.66)
6 (2.66)
6 (2.66)
6 (2.41)
6 (2.33)
6 (2.16)
6 (2.00)
6 (2.00)

* Number in parenthesis is appearances adjusted for number of co-authors in each article. For an article with two authors, each author receives 0.5 appearances, 
for an article with three authors, each author receives 0.33 appearances, etc.      
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Appendix 1: Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 1985–2014 (continued)
Appendix 1:

Rank Author Appearances* Rank

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 1985–2014 (continued)      

Author Appearances*

101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

Grange, E. Vance
Bearden, Frank C.
Bengen, William P.
Cunningham, W. Patrick
Kelvin, Je�rey B.
Landsberg, Richard D.
Lynch, J. Timothy
Stoeber, Edward A.
Hogan, Paula H.
Mittelman, Alan J.
Nawrocki, David N.
Cymbal, Kenneth M.
Freeman, Douglas K.
Basu, Somnath
Boscaljon, Brian
Gri�n, Mark E.
Stum, Marlene S.
Doyle, Robert J., Jr.
Harman, William B., Jr.
Tezel, Ahmet
Beach, Steven L.
Dorfman, Mark S.
Boseman, Glenn
De La Torre, Cris
Trevino, Ruben C.

6 (1.70)
5 (5.00)
5 (5.00)
5 (5.00)
5 (5.00)
5 (5.00)
5 (5.00)
5 (5.00)
5 (4.50)
5 (4.50)
5 (4.50)
5 (4.33)
5 (4.00)
5 (3.83)
5 (3.83)
5 (3.50)
5 (3.33)
5 (3.16)
5 (3.16)
5 (3.16)
5 (2.83)
5 (2.83)
5 (2.50)
5 (2.50)
5 (2.50)

126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144

Vanderhei, Jack L.
Chen, Haiwei
Lytton, Ruth H.
Prather, Larry J.
McClatchey, Christine A.
Chen, Peng
Robinson, Chris
Volpe, Ronald P.
Frank, Larry R., Sr.
Potts, Tom L.
Williams, Richard E.
Fortin, Rich
Hayhoe, Celia R.
Baker, H. Kent
Malhotra, D. K.
Gitman, Lawrence J.
Gilliam, John E.
Pfei�er, Shaun
Archuleta, Kristy L.

                                  74 authors with 4 
                                 167 authors with 3 
                                 403 authors with 2 
                                2038 authors with 1 

5 (2.50)
5 (2.33)
5 (2.33)
5 (2.33)
5 (2.25)
5 (2.20)
5 (2.16)
5 (2.16)
5 (2.00)
5 (2.00)
5 (2.00)
5 (1.91)
5 (1.91)
5 (1.83)
5 (1.83)
5 (1.75)
5 (1.66)
5 (1.66)
5 (1.47)

* Number in parenthesis is appearances adjusted for number of co-authors in each article. For an article with two authors, each author receives 0.5 appearances, 
for an article with three authors, each author receives 0.33 appearances, etc.      
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Appendix 2: Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: by Individual Journal 
1985–2014
Appendix 2:

Rank

Financial Services Review  Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning  

Author Appearances Rank

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: by Individual Journal 1985–2014

Author Appearances

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Reichenstein, William
Horan, Stephen M.
Hanna, Sherman D.
Brooks, Robert
Domian, Dale L.
Hampton, Vickie L.
Lahey, Karen Eilers
Montalto, Catherine P.
Baker, H. Kent
Ciccotello, Conrad S.
Finke, Michael S.
Milevsky, Moshe Arye
Robinson, Chris
Chatterjee, Swarn
Grable, John E.
McLeod, Robert W.
Michelson, Stuart
Perdue, Grady
Prather, Larry J.
Singh, Sandeep
Spitzer, John J.
Trahan, Emery A.

33 authors with 3
101 authors with 2
468 authors with 1

10 authors with 4
26 authors with 3
41 authors with 2

312 authors with 1

12
9
7
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Hanna, Sherman D.
Devaney, Sharon A.
Grable, John E.
Xiao, Jing Jian
Garman, E. Thomas
Lown, Jean M.
Beutler, Ivan F.
Kim, Jinhee
Montalto, Catherine P.
Chang, Yu-Chun Regina
Danes, Sharon M.
O'Neill, Barbara M.
Sharpe, Deanna L.
Fan, Jessie X.
Finke, Michael S.
Hogarth, Jeanne M.
Huston, Sandra J.
Joo, So-Hyun
Lawrence, Frances C.
Britt, Sonya L.
Chatterjee, Swarn
Gutter, Michael S.
Hayhoe, Celia R.
Hira, Tahira K.
Loibl, Cäzilia
Stum, Marlene S.
Yuh, Yoonkyung

26
20
16
16
11
11

8
8
8
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
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Appendix 2: Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: by Individual Journal 
1985–2014 (continued)Appendix 2:

Rank

Journal of Financial Service Professionals  Journal of Financial Planning 

Author Appearances Rank

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: by Individual Journal 1985–2014 
(continued)      

Author Appearances

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Leimberg, Stephan R.
Cooper, Robert W.
Adney, John T.
Harden, J. William
Hulse, David S.
Tacchino, Kenn Beam
Cordell, David M.
Carson, James M.
Frank, Garry L.
Langdon, Thomas P.
Anderson, Kenneth E.
Christensen, Burke A.
Kurlowicz, Ted
Moyse, John S.
Myers, Robert J.
Rose, Clarence C.
Biggart, Timothy B.
Brenner, George D.
Buxton, Dickson C.
Cutler, Neal E.
Goldstein, Michael G.
Jurinski, James John
Littell, David A.
McFadden, John J.
Murphy, Daniel P.
Schott, Francis H.

10 authors with 5
25 authors with 4
44 authors with 3

139 authors with 2
769 authors with 1

14 authors with 4
56 authors with 3

129 authors with 2
749 authors with 1

19
14
10
10
10
10

9
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Blanchett, David M.
Pfau, Wade D.
Evensky, Harold R.
Reichenstein, William
Hira, Tahira K.
Bacon, Peter W.
Hopewell, H. Lynn
Kitces, Michael E.
O'Neill, Barbara M.
Pye, Gordon B.
Van Auken, Howard E.
Anthes, William L.
Bengen, William P.
Dubil, Robert
Finke, Michael S.
Frank, Larry R., Sr.
Grable, John E.
Hogan, Paula H.
Michelson, Stuart
Nawrocki, David N.
Rose, Clarence C.
Salter, John R.
Spitzer, John J.
Trevino, Ruben C.

19
11

9
9
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

Appendix 2:

Rank

Journal of Personal Finance 

Author Appearances

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning 
Journals: by Individual Journal 1985–2014 (continued)  

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

O'Neill, Barbara M.
Grable, John E.
Devaney, Sharon A.
Hanna, Sherman D.
James, Russell N., III
Bagwell, Dorothy C.
De La Torre, Cris
Finke, Michael S.
Lown, Jean M.
Xiao, Jing Jian
Anthony, Murray S.
Britt, Sonya L.
Everett, Michael D.
Landsberg, Richard D.
Lyons, Angela C.

17 authors with 2
192 authors with 1

9
8
7
6
5
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
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Appendix 3: Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 2005–2014

Rank Author

Financial Services Review, Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning, Journal of Financial Planning, Journal of Financial Service Professionals, 
and Journal of Personal Finance      

Appearances* Rank Author Appearances*

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Grable, John E.
Blanchett, David M.
Finke, Michael S.
Hanna, Sherman D.
Pfau, Wade D.
Chatterjee, Swarn
O'Neill, Barbara M.
Devaney, Sharon A.
James, Russell N., III
Cordell, David M.
Salter, John R.
Langdon, Thomas P.
Rose, Clarence C.
Lown, Jean M.
Xiao, Jing Jian
Huston, Sandra J.
Britt, Sonya L.
Reichenstein, William
Spitzer, John J.
Tacchino, Kenn Beam
Kitces, Michael E.
Hulse, David S.

Goetz, Joseph W.
Kim, Jinhee

27 (12.42)
21 (16.00)

21 (8.75)
18 (8.05)

15 (11.50)
15 (5.36)
14 (9.81)
13 (5.97)
11 (8.16)
11 (4.00)
11 (3.86)
11 (3.83)
10 (7.33)
10 (4.81)
10 (4.36)
10 (3.75)

9 (2.89)
8 (6.50)
8 (5.83)
8 (5.83)
7 (5.33)
7 (5.00)
7 (3.50)
7 (2.45)
7 (2.20)

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Dubil, Robert
Nanigian, David
Trainor, William J., Jr.
Mitchell, John B.
Sharpe, Deanna L.
Lyons, Angela C.
Loibl, Caezilia
Lahey, Karen Eilers
Durband, Dorothy Bagwell
Lawrence, Frances C.
Evensky, Harold R.
Palmer, Lance
Harness, Nathaniel J.
Horan, Stephen M.
Beutler, Ivan F.
Beach, Steven L.
Chen, Haiwei
Singh, Sandeep
Frank, Larry R., Sr.
Hira, Tahira K.
Biggart, Timothy B.
Gilliam, John E.
Harden, J. William

Grange, E. Vance

6 (6.00)
6 (5.00)
6 (3.83)
6 (3.00)
6 (2.81)
6 (2.66)
6 (2.58)
6 (2.41)
6 (2.36)
6 (2.25)
6 (2.03)
6 (2.03)
6 (2.00)
5 (3.50)
5 (3.16)
5 (2.83)
5 (2.33)
5 (2.33)
5 (2.00)
5 (2.00)
5 (1.66)
5 (1.66)
5 (1.66)
5 (1.66)
5 (1.50)

* Number in parenthesis is appearances adjusted for number of co-authors in each article. For an article with two authors, each author receives 0.5 appearances, 
for an article with three authors, each author receives 0.33 appearances, etc.      

Robb, Cli� A.
Pfei�er, Shaun

Appendix 3:

Rank Author Appearances* Rank

Most Prolific Authors in the Core Financial Planning Journals: 2005–2014 (continued)      

Author Appearances*

51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Archuleta, Kristy L.
Hampton, Vickie L.
Brayman, Shawn
Hogan, Paula H.
Klinger, William J.
Cymbal, Kenneth M.
Fisher, Patti J.
Givner, Bruce
Basu, Somnath
Boscaljon, Brian
Kahler, Richard S.
Friedman, Joseph
Tucker, James J., III
De La Torre, Cris
McClatchey, Christine A.
McCormack, Joseph P.
Estes, Jim

5 (1.47)
5 (1.45)
4 (3.50)
4 (3.50)
4 (3.50)
4 (3.33)
4 (3.00)
4 (3.00)
4 (2.83)
4 (2.83)
4 (2.83)
4 (2.50)
4 (2.50)
4 (2.00)
4 (2.00)
4 (2.00)
4 (1.83)

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

Hopson, James F.
Perdue, Grady
Roszkowski, Michael J.
Gutter, Michael S.
Anthony, Murray S.
Lemoine, Craig W.
Bajtelsmit, Vickie L.
Winchester, Danielle D.
Jalbert, Terrance
Michelson, Stuart
Garman, E. Thomas

80 authors with 3
185 authors with 2
915 authors with 1

4 (1.83)
4 (1.83)
4 (1.83)
4 (1.66)
4 (1.50)
4 (1.50)
4 (1.41)
4 (1.36)
4 (1.33)
4 (1.33)
4 (0.95)

* Number in parenthesis is appearances adjusted for number of co-authors in each article. For an article with two authors, each author receives 0.5 appearances, 
for an article with three authors, each author receives 0.33 appearances, etc.      


